







St. John’s Lutheran Church
Covington, OH
Church Office (937) 473-2170
Pastor’s Cell (865) 363-9676
16th Sunday after Pentecost
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday at the Bethany Center
September 13, 2026

+ GATHERING +

GREETING  
Welcome to the Bethany Center. Today we join thousands of ELCA congregations across the country for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday. We celebrate that we are freed in Christ to serve our neighbor. Let us begin our time together in song as the body of Christ.   


























*GATHERING SONG                                              659 red book 
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Pastor-Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy.

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM & CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness
who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.
Amen.






















PSALM					              Psalm 146
	 1 Praise the LORD!
 Praise the LORD, O my soul!
 2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
  I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

 3 Do not put your trust in princes,
  in mortals, in whom there is no help.
 4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
  on that very day their plans perish.

 5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
  whose hope is in the LORD their God,
 6 who made heaven and earth,
  the sea, and all that is in them;
 who keeps faith forever;
  7 who executes justice for the oppressed;
  who gives food to the hungry.

 The LORD sets the prisoners free;
  8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
  the LORD loves the righteous.
 9 The LORD watches over the strangers;
  he upholds the orphan and the widow,
  but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

 10 The LORD will reign forever,
  your God, O Zion, for all generations.
 Praise the LORD!


Assisting Minister-The Lord upholds the oppressed.
Assembly-The Lord gives food to the hungry.
Assisting Minister- The Lord sets the prisoners free. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.
Assembly- The Lord loves the righteous, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.






PRAYER OF CONFESSION-Assisting Minister
Gracious God, we confess that we often fail to see in our neighbors. Forgive us when we hold back our hands from helping, and when we fail to trust in your abundance. Open our eyes to the needs of the world and the Bethany Center, and make us instruments of your peace. 
Amen.

Pastor-In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sin.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]     

+ WORD+
A Reading from the Gospel of St. Mark the 7th Chapter
	                                                      Mark 7:31-37
(Jesus heals a man, putting his fingers into his ears and touching his tongue, declaring “Ephphatha,” meaning “be opened.”)


  31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went by way of Sidon toward the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34 Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one, but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

 BRIEF REFLECTION	       
In today’s Gospel, Jesus opens the ears and loosens the tongues of the isolated. He physically uses his hands to heal. At Bethany Center, we are living out this same calling. Every time a meal is served, a box is packed, or a kind word is  shared, we are using our hands to “be opened” to the needs of our neighbors. Today, our hands are God’s hands.


*SONG OF THE DAY  				708 red book
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PRAYERS
Assisting Minister-Confident in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.










*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
	Here we lift up prayers for the church, the world, and all those in need. The congregation may respond with the bolded lines. 
For the whole church, that it may be a living, busy, active thing in the service of the neighbor. Let us pray:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the staff, volunteers, and guests of the Bethany Center. Grant us a spirit of unity, nourishment of our bodies, and peace for our minds. Let us pray:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For our community and our nation, that the hungry are fed and the unhoused find shelter. Let us pray:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.


*SHARING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(Offer a sign of peace to one another.)





















+ SENDING & BLESSING+
OFFERING

*OFFERTORY					692 red book






































*SENDING PRAYER
Blessed God, you have fed us with the bread of life and called us to serve. Send us forth from Bethany Center to be your hands in the world-to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and love our neighbor as ourselves.
Amen.






































*SENDING SONG				          	742 red book 
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ORGAN MEDITATION

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.






































PRAYER LIST FOR September 13th  
HOSPITALIZED 
John Mutzner (Atrium Medical Center, Middletown)
RECOVERING AT HOME
Delbert Kiehl             Betty Hollopeter      Freda Smith               Erica Hollopeter
Keith Fletcher            Patrick Besecker    Jerry Besecker 
	OTHER PRAYER CONCERNS            
Leon Hollopeter 	   Keith Fletcher                Kathy Short            Dennis Schmidt
Sally Griffin              Erica Hollopeter            Harold Roeth          Dianne Schmidt             
Judy Fletcher          Luella Roeth                  Gloria & Dick Hahn 
Pastor Rachel Patterson 
	 IN EXTENDED CARE
	Dale & Marge McKinney (Story Point)	
FRIENDS & RELATIVES OF MEMBERS
Alvin Bollheimer at StoryPoint (brother of Freda Smith)
Baby Caspian- ongoing serious health issues (friend of Emily Kaufman)
Owen Gauntt (friend of Dawn Flory)
Paula Hahn (daughter-in-law of Richard & Gloria Hahn)
Dale Heintz
Mary Lou Hitchcock (Keith Fletcher’s sister)
Terry Hoke (Covington school staff member)
Gary Holfinger (son of Opal Holfinger)
Ethan Kendig (son of Covington teacher)
Kariyah King (Piqua H.S. student w/brain cancer)
John & Carolyn Kleppinger (friends of Jim Larson)
Kennedy Kraft (granddaughter of Mary Ann Francis)
Jon Lenehan (brother in law of Leon & Betty Hollopeter)
Mike McCoy (friend of Briana King)
Jim Schmidt
Pastor Jonathan Schriber
Kenton Stacy (grandson of Wanda Stacy)
Harley Stephan (cousin of Brooks King)
Beverly Zimmer (mother of Connie Adams)
FAMILY & FRIENDS IN THE ARMED FORCES
Jaiden C Flory - US Air Force – Little Rock AFB
Faith Duckett- Army National Guard Staff Sergeant C-Battery 1-134 Field Artillery     
  Regiment, Marysville, OH (niece of Brooks and Briana King)
Fletcher Metz- Army- Caisson Detachment, 1st Battalion, 
  3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, “The Old Guard”, United States Army, Ft. Myer, VA
Brandon Moyer – Navy, Naval Air Station, Fallon NV
Jon Osterman- Army










Financial Stewardship Gifts

Weekly Needs	            Rec’d 9/6        YTD Rec’d 
$4,599.00 (Current)       TBA      	          TBA
[bookmark: _GoBack]$   245.00 (Benev.)        TBA                TBA

Last Sunday Attendance: Worship Service: 46
			                   

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS/ ACTIVITIES THIS COMING WEEK:
Today	             -             9:00 a.m.  Worship Service @ Bethany Center
 9:30 a.m. God’s Work. Our Hands                   
                                      Service Project @ Bethany Center/ Lunch @ Noon
10:00 a.m. Worship Service @ St. John’s
10:30 a.m. Service Project @ St. John’s 
	 Sunday 	-     	  9:00 a.m. Adult Ed
				  9:00 a.m.  Choir Practice
             10:00 a.m.  Worship Service
			
	         
  					
Ministers serving in the worship service today:
Ministers			The baptized of St. John’s
Pastor				Pastor Rachel Patterson
Organist			Kristin Gephart
Choir Director			Norma Colby
Ushers                                        Open
Altar Guild			Karen Stangel & Nancy Armstrong
Assisting Minister		Briana King (Bethany Center)
Lector				Kate Shaffer (Bethany Center)  
Nursery				Open-Unattended 
Tellers				Betty Hollopeter & Sally Griffin

	
Please remember that you will serve at next Sunday’s 10:00 a.m. Worship:
Assisting Minister- Mindy Gearhardt, Lector- Kaitlyn Flory,  
Nursery- Kate Shaffer, Ushers- Open, Altar Guild- Karen Stangel & Nancy Armstrong, Tellers- Betty Hollopeter & Sally Griffin.

Floral Offering:
The Eberenz Fund in honor of Charles’ beloved church.
CD recordings of this service are available.
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Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953

Music: THE SERVANT SONG, Richard Gillard; arr. Betty Pulkingham, b. 1928
Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song, ¢/o Integrity's Hosanna Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are near - by and  far a - way.
all  these are neigh-bors to us and  you.
this is the way we will live with  you.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin

Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918





